
Nathan Hale School 

Summer Reading:  Grade 3 
 
Summer is a great opportunity to enjoy and explore a variety of new books and authors.  In order to maintain 

and improve reading skills, Nathan Hale students are expected to read every day for at least 20 minutes 

throughout the summer.  Take this time to encourage and motivate your child to read.  Here are some helpful 

ideas: 

What Can Families Do to Keep Children Reading During the Summer? 

By:  Laura J. Colker, Ed.D. 

 Combine activities with books 

 Visit the library 

 Lead by example. 

 Talk it up:  tell them about your favorite book, what you learned from it, or how it helped you 

 Help kids find time to read:  before bedtime or during breakfast 

 Give them a choice in what they read 

 Have plenty of reading material around 

 Use books to break the boredom 

 Read aloud with kids 

 

The enclosed book list is only a guide.  Your child can try one of the suggested books/authors, or they can 

choose another book that interests them.  Have fun exploring the many books available at the public libraries.  

Remember, a public library card can be used at any Connecticut public library.   

 

Students are required to complete and return the following: 

 

1. Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge Log:  The enclosed log is a way to keep track of all the 

books read during the summer. Help our school be the one that reads the most during summer 

vacation.     

 

2. Summer Reading Project:  The project is created based on your child’s favorite book read during 

the summer.  The detailed directions and rubric are attached.     

 

The Summer Reading Project and the Reading Log must be submitted to your child’s new homeroom teacher 

on: September 3, 2019, the first day of school.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to extending your child’s education this summer.  You will 

also be able to download all materials from our website:  http://taracass.wix.com/nathan-hale-school.  If you 

have any questions feel free to contact Krista Morgan at 475-220-4243 or via email at krista.morgan@new-

haven.k12.ct.us  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Morgan 
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Nathan Hale School 

Summer Reading 

Entering 3rd Grade         
 

PAPER BAG PERFORMANCE TASK 
 

Over the summer have your child create a “Paper Bag” performance task for his or her 

summer reading.  Although your child may have read many books this summer, have 

him/her select one that he/she wants to share with next year’s teacher.   

1. Read a fiction or nonfiction book.  

2. Complete the Summary Graphic Organizer for either fiction or nonfiction. 

3. Decorate the outside of a grocery bag with an illustration from your favorite part of the 

story. Make it bright and colorful, your project will be on a bulletin board in front of your 

classroom.  

4. Choose 3 items that will help you retell the story. Put the three items in your decorated 

paper bag.  

5. Attach your Summary Graphic Organizer to the back of the bag. 

6. Be ready to share your items and summary with the class.  

   
Rubric:  Paper Bag Performance Task  

(Each worth 10 points) 

 

1. The project was handed in on time (September 3, 2019).     

2. The project represents adequate time and effort.     

3. All parts were included.     

4. The book was an appropriate topic and reading level for a 3
rd

 grade student.     

5. The work is neat, accurate, and reflects 3
rd

 grade quality.     

6. The spelling and grammar reflects 3
rd

 grade quality.    

7. The information was presented in a creative manner.    

8. The task included a paper bag with an illustration from your favorite part of the book.    

9. The items that were selected to place in the bag were relevant to the story or the facts. _____ 

10. The written summary reflects understanding of the reading. _________ 



Fiction Summary Graphic Organizer 
 

Title of the Book:           

 

Author:           

 

Write a summary of this book in your own words. Include the important characters, events, and 

details. 
 

In the beginning,              
 

                
 

                
 

Next,                
 

                
 

                
 

Then,                
 

                
 

                
 

After that,                
 

                
 

                
 

In the end,               
 

                
 

                

 

How does the character change throughout the story?       

 

                
 



Nonfiction Summary Graphic Organizer 
 

Title of the Book:           
 

Author:           

 

Write a summary of this book in your own words. Include the important ideas and 
facts. You may use the book to help you write your summary.  
 
 

This book is mainly about            
 
                
 

What information in the text supports that this is the main idea?    
  
                
 

One interesting fact is           
  
                
 
                
 

Another interesting fact is           
  
                
 
                
 

I also learned that             
 
                
 
                
 

Why did the author write this book?        
  
                
 
                
 


